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\ Tho vooatott 9elle works 1n Oudbrandedalen are the 01-

deet oopperwOrkain the oountry. They were etarted 1894,

that 1• 90 yeailk before both Kongeberg eilverworke and Rer-

The historY
os  ofthe worke. oopperworke. Peop1e oalled them the Rustmines. It was

coppery iron- and magnetio pyrite, whloh was broken out.

The adnes were finally vaoated 1n 1784, socording to trad1-

tion ae a oonsequanoe of R flood, whioh carrled away the

eneltinghouse and everything belonging to lt. And thie ia

no daubt correct, as.one otherwlse at the site of the amel

emeltinghouse, sowe 3,5 km. north of the atation of Otta,

at the Ulafos, frow1141ch it got the neceasary waterpower,

aft-r more than 160 vears work must have found large mud-

heapa, wbereas one at the old elte only finda a few mud-

beaps.

The ore lies ln atrata.

It la according tc 1ofilsor o" pytites

- The quality in Norway, Univereltyl c.), liertica w:th o. .era ef our

- ,lpf the or-
'AIDI the ,.e- large pyrite-velns. "or," ah'i ",11r- cr,, the rock

Oloneel ron-
Altions.

ani +2-., geologleal conlitlons ar-, +'-'. !;;- es" whnt arrema

with TrY otrt onrvatiorn, ”7, to fact that I rounl a

lar' ere ocurrerce of Gabbro, 1 or 2 vr"• north of vacateA


rines. And the occurrencea of pyrite in our nountry all

1re
- tio

.e..:'02 ge a eolleetinn of ore sa tbe Undel, Refroe, Poldalen, be -

a
— eeer to be eonneeted with he gabbro, which by reason of

a
2 03 thle by our geologiste has been caUed an "ore-bringero.

The conditione se,i to bn present for )erhape quite as lar-

aidee of the nines at Killingial, where the work reeently

Liatemtv~d,

hes. baen resumed. and at Kle11 in Guldalen. About the worlt

Tho eondltion and atate of the Sella mines, little or tothing is known.

of tho odnes, Rolatione conaerning thie are wanting, at any rate ln our

arehives. They were worked by Germans, sent up from Den-




mark. what one knows and may obeerve in, that there were

4/41r	 to large mines, the whower minet and The•Upper minn", alao


called the •Middle mineo, and e amaller one



IT

as13el leke"Musebulle.t" (The roueebole), flis last one la

f12.11of watnr and 1.?,e'wr rtbers 1n8eeens15le, t)-e ope

nings filled by earth. Thls is especiully tbe cose in

the Lower mlne. In the soutbern port of the middle mine one

can in one plsee ret down to the anyer, in which tbe work

baa besn ee1n;. on, end whlch bere shows GN riob export py-

rlte of Xind. It seers really thet one høre to-

wfkr4l t somth end West bse a ve1n er ore, whleb has not

baer .vmrked.Ae, however, •he remelnIng m rntpm only linn a

iniew the eurface it in on the otbnr hend pannib

le thi-tt It comperstively econ will core up tn the 11,.y.

Tbe nr1;.+*-iln, smalier mtne the "Ilusehulast" 11es nore

what h1Lber snd. 140 m. eouth of the !11-1.1e mine. 1t le

orobably the latest opened, as I euppose most of the pyr1-

te brovnr ent is lying bere.

? men plcked out luring my preence of hut )krgrr ple

ces probably ebout 10 tprin 1n 14- iny.

Onn may noW ask, why woe thin pyrite left hnre wae

it hecaune the flood now happened, aftnr which it rif couree

would be of no use to cont1nue the mining-work, er dld the

pyrite perhape oontain too littie copper to be emelted 4The
the

latter isyroet probabls. If the "Musehuilet" is drained tm

it in therefare probeble thet ons w111 find etrk,.ta of pyr1t

tee, perhape defic4Ott in eopper, hut yet in our time weleth

worth worklnc.

P10 fer the
lieyeetigatIons. When one now intends to reaume the mlning work, and

the quentIon in for o plan for the work, one ray in the

firet place withaut henilation advise the reovring or con-

tinuation of the work in the remaining etratum in the midd-

le mine, and the draining of the "Ilueehullfly for poseibls

continuation of the work. That the result of thls should

be any laree mining werk, 1.9 not very prebable. The vaeat


mlnee Milet be nuppaned to beve been vorked in the lergeet

etrata. The queetion In then, whether theee etrata are

qulte emplied or if thers ere left any quentltiem or lron-

pyrite, which in that tdme contained to 11ttle copper to b



teken out. {-zn was tbe eone ln ”-e"Yongenegnibeftst Poroe.

2nly when the railway care bene, ene could bremk eut great

quantikieeof export-pyrIteof the bent kind, which, how-

evsr, hed not been worth nrelting.

Put ht pr-sent I (lerenet Ilisoponeto resune the work '!rt

tbe old rInen froM the outside. At the Lower rine one

ehauld probebly etert by clalring out day tunnel. or


if pecgelb1sthrough thin te floreln fer enough to stete the

oonditionmor the mlne. The nilile rine looke lien eldneour

evAng; bere ens might perhape et s earnarativelyerwll ex

p^nee get •hreugh te dayopeningfor enough to learn for

certeln, ether there ie left anytiingof conellerationln


the oll rines. If it le right, what people te11, tbat the

nininggangnutienlywas called up rron one er tbe rinen be-

enuee ons feared a greatinlide,one ehould hhve reason to be

lieve, that the etratumin the mine, in which thie happened

in not emplind.

The direotion,extent, and fall of the two rain- minee

otrenot known. I one could approximatelystste the extent

in the d*y or on the nurface,one rivbt by boring w1th dia-

mand-auterporhapo in the nureet and cheapentway learn,

whother the voina Of pyrite continuesbeyond the old minea.

Put about thl* I dar* not yet popose anything.rol,thepre-

ment I oonfinemyself to obeerve, that lt probeblywoOld

be regrettable,if tha condltionof the old minee ebould

atirrrom nore extenalwoinvestigntlonnthan here nuggen-

ted, as upom the whole the conditionnenem to be favourable

for a large mining bueinems.

1ne 6it

81tuatlonand The mlnen are eltuetedbut • nouple og kilonetren(11-

tranaport. rect llne) eaet of end about 800 m. above Otta ralloaysta-
_

tion. The ground le favourablefor the conetruction of a

ropeway.

There ln a seeend- claen road from the ntPtienand al-

 moet up th the mlnee, ehlch eomewhatrepoireland lengthe-




ned, may be uned ae • trenepert- read fer

the rinen.
NorgesGeologkeU2de:sa

Bergarkivet
(Slrnell J.P. Fri1n.
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