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The vacatedl Selle works in Cudbrandsdalen are the 01-

deat ocopperworks 4in the country. They were started 1624,
-
that is 80 years defors both Kongsberg silverworks and Rer-

The hiastory
. of the works.

o8 copperworka. Peepls czlled them the Rustmines. It was
coppery iron- and magnetic pyrite, whioh was broken out.

The mines were finally vaocated in 1784, sccording to tradi-

tion as a consequenoe of a flood, which carried away the
smeltinghouse and everything belonging to 1t. And this ia
no doubt correct, as ome othsrwise at tho sits of the wmll
smel tinghouss, sq?e 3,5 km, north of the station of Otta,

gt the Ulafos, from Mich 1t got the necessary waterpower,

after more than 160 yvears work mist have found large mud-
heaspR, whersas ona at the old site only finda a faw mud-

heaps.

Thes ore lies 1in strata.

r
Tt ia according tc Irof2asor Ieollund (2c~uUrsorces of pyriies

The quality in Norway, Univarasttyvrarvam), 1ienticai: with oti=ers cf our
a..f the or~
;# and the ,2- large pyrite-vaina. "For," says F21land, "the or2, the rock
7 elogical con-

5

+h A4 +4 “we the unmea. " whe
u“ona_ and a geniogicsal conditions are ] .* what arrees

wi+h my owr ohservaitons, wp to the fact that T round a

large ceurrence of Gabbro, 1 or 2 ¥m. north of the vacated
mines, And the occurrencesn of pyrite in our eountry all

seem to bs connmcted with gm gabbro, which by reason of

Bergarkivet.

this by our geologists has bessn called an “ore-bringer®,

The oonditions se~m to n2 prasant for parhaps quite as lar—

g9 & 00lleotion of ore as the Undal, Roros, Foldalen, be-

sides of the nines at Killingdal, where the work recently
has bsan resumed. and at Kjali in OGuldalen. About the work

The condition and state of the Sells mines, 1ittle or fothing is known.

of the minea. pg14tions conosrning this ars wanting, a* any rate in our

. archives. They were vorxed by Germans, sent up from Den-
‘jﬁ mark. ¥Yhat one knows and may observe is, that there were
“i", to large mines, the "Bower mine* and The*Upper mins", also
) ealled the "Middle mine", and & smaller one

e e



Plap fcr the
1!!o-tigations.

i A
~alled ¥he"lugeimllat" (The mcusehole ), This l=st one is
full of watsyr gnd the *‘we ctheryg inpcensyible, the 4uy ope
rings belng filled by earth. This is especiully the case 1in

the Lower mins., In the gouthern pedt of the middle mine one

can in one place gt down to the lpysr, in which the work
has be=n goiny con, and whietr here ghows 65 rich =xport py-
ritea of the Hoagt Wind, Tt s2ers reaglly that one here to-
wEYAn the gouth and Weat hsas a vein of ors, whicr hes not
hea=r werked, Ag, howevar, *he remgining atratgm only lias a
faw w=tpog Heajow the surfacs 1t is on the nther hand possid

le thet L2 comparstively ascon will aema up in the Agy.

Tha ACuth e, smallier mins the "Mus=shul.et" iiss some
what higrer *hen snd 140 m., south of th=a {ddle mine, It i»s
nrobably the letaat opeansd, as I suppore Mmost of the pyri-
te hrovan ent 18 lying hears,

2 man picked cut during my vresences of hut LeregeEr ple
ceas probahly ahout 10 tons in 1+ day,

One may now ask, why wees this pyrite left hare 7 Was
i1t because the flood now happened, after which 1t cof courees

would be of no use to contimue the mining-work, cr d4id the

pyrite perhaps contein too iittle copyr=r to be smelted tThe
latter 1:hmoot probeble. If the *lhusehullat" is drained tm
it is th=refore proheble trhpt ons will find str-ta of pyrit
tes, prrhape deficsdent in ~ovpar, hut y=t in our time wath

worth working,

*han one novw intsnds to resume the mining work, and

the quention is for s plan for thea work, ona may in the
firet place without hesilation advise the resuming or cone

timiaticon of the work in the remaining stratum in the miid-
le mine, and the dAraining of the *"Wusehullat* for poessible
continuation of the work. That the result of this should

be any large mining wcrk, is not vary prebable. The vacated
mines must be suppeorsd t0o have basn worked in the largest

atrata. Tr® question 1is then, whethey these strata are
quite emplied or if thers are left any quantitiss of iron-

pyrite, which in that time contained to little copper to b




11}

taken out, £a was tre case 1in the*Konganszruba" &t Reroe.

only when the railway came here, one could broaak out grest
quantitiea of sxport-pyrite of ths heat ¥ind, whioh, how-
svar, had not hean worth amalting.

put a* prosent I dare not propoase to rasume the work in

+ha old mines from the outsids, At the Lowar mine one @
should probsbly stert by olaiming out ths Aay tunnel, 10oF
if poasaible through this %o coma i{n far enough to state the
sonditiona of the mine, The middle mine looks lies discour™
agkng; here on9 might p=rhaps at & comparativaly small ex
pense g~t through the dayopening for snough to learn for
aertsin, whathay thare is 1afi anything of considsration in
the ol4 minea, If it is right, what paople tell, that the
mininggang suddanly wase celled up from one of the mines be-
cguse one fegred 8 grea{alida. one should have raascon to be
1iave, that the stratum in the mine, in which this happened
ia not amplied,
The direstion, extent, and fall ef tha two main-mines
are not xnown. I ons could approximately state the sxtent
41n the day o¥ on the surface. one might hy boring with dia-
mand-auger perhaps in the aurast and cheapsst way learn,
whether the veins of pyrite asontinuss beyond the old mines.
Fut abous dhis I dare not yet popose anything. Fotjthe pre-
sent 1 confine myself to obasrve, that it probedly waald
be regrettables, if the condition of the old mines should

_dsgagrom more extensive investigations than hare sugges—
ted, as upon the whole the eonditions sesm to be favourable
L for a large mining businees.
The sitic’.

gisuation and The mines are situatad but a couple of xilomstres (Ai-
Q?U!!Dort. ract 1ine) egst of end about 600 Wm. ebove Otta reilwaysta-

tion. The ground 1s favourable for the conatruotion of a
repewsy.
There is a s=oond-class road from the atation and al-
\ moat up th the mines, whioh somewhat repoired and lsngthe-
ned, may be used as & transport-road for

the minen.

Christiania Juns 89th 1807

(84ifned) J.P, FPriis.
Formar Airsctor of the Reroe WM




